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If mediation is not for you: 

Early Neutral Evaluation Scheme: Through our links with Fountain Chambers 
we have access to a panel of expert barristers who are able to consider your 
circumstances and provide an opinion as to the likely outcome if the matter 
were to proceed to court. If you are interested please download the "Early 
Neutral Evaluation Scheme" factsheet or contact Janet on 01642 260455. 

Direct Access to a Barrister: Many barristers now offer 'direct access'. This 
means that you can go to them direct. Barristers cannot do all of the things 
that a solicitor could help you with. If, however, there are specific elements of 
legal advice you need (e.g. drafting applications, drafting court orders, 
representation at a particular hearing or just some face-to-face legal advice) 
then it may be more cost effective to seek direct access. 

See a Solicitor: Although public funding (what was legal aid) has been removed 
for the majority of cases involving family breakdown - except where there has 
been recent domestic violence - solicitors continue to provide advice. Individual 
firms will be happy to provide you with their charging details. Some solicitors 
may be able to provide you with limited free legal services where you have 
reached a solution in mediation but wish to take advice or have your proposals 
turned into a court order. 

Self-representation: many people choose to represent themselves at court. 
The staff at your local court will be able to help with information about court 
hearings or the Ministry of Justice website has some guidance and you can 
download copies of the forms you may need. 

Free legal advice: some free legal advice may be available from the Citizens' 
Advice Bureau. Alternatively Teesside University run a free law clinic. They 
cannot cover all areas of law but to see if they can help contact 01642 738738 
or lawclinic@tees.ac.uk 
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